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Title: Appropriating New Urbanism Principles to the Egyptian Context 
Researcher: Ayat Ismail Abdel Fattah Ismail 
Abstract: 

New Urbanism is an urban design movement that became very popular 
in the beginning of the late 1980’s and the early 1990’s, that promotes the 
creation and restoration of diverse, walkable, compact, energetic, mixed-use 
communities  

From the international experiences, The New Urbanism Principles is 
about raising the quality of life and increasing the standard of living by creating 
better places to live. In addition, its principles guarantee the satisfaction for those 
who live in the new community. Consequently, guarantee a successful 
community. However, the different cultures and needs require s different sets of 
principles, that match each culture and needs. Therefore, the research aims to 
develop well defined criteria or design principles for the Egyptian culture, 
suitable regulations for local urban, social and economical circumstance. 

The research introduces and explains the basic principles of New 
Urbanism, in addition to the analysis of different International examples of new 
communities planned and designed based on the principles of New Urbanism. 
This will assist in obtaining certain criteria which will facilitate the analysis of 
the local Egyptian examples; the researcher also classified the new communities 
in Egypt into groups, according to this classification, four case studies were 
chosen: 6th of October city, New Cairo (1st community – Al-Rehab) and 10th of 
Ramadan city. 

In addition to a field survey (questionnaire) applied on the selected case 
studies to determine the needs and the satisfactory element of the inhabitants. 
The research finally concludes and recommends well defined criteria and design 
principles for the Egyptian culture and suitable regulations for local urban 
circumstances. 
 

Key words: New Urbanism – urbanism – walkability – connectivity – diversity – 
human scale – public spaces – sustainability – sprawl – new cities 
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